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brickbrick house furnishedhouse furnished withwith eclecticeclectic artiarti
facts fromfacts from hishis travels.travels. TheThe sometimessometimes
petty Justice whopetty Justice who would commandeerwould commandeer
the communal Courtthe communal Court carcar 364364 days adays a yearyear

andand fulminatefulminate whenwhen someone elsesomeone else
baggedbagged itit forfor 24 hours24 hours cancan alsoalso bbee
thoughtfulthoughtful andand generous. Whengenerous. When SoliciSolici
tortor GeneralGeneral RobertRobert BorkBork becamebecame aa
WashingtonWashington outcast inoutcast in 1973 for1973 for havinghaving
reluctantlyreluctantly servedserved asas Richard Nixon'sRichard Nixon's

instrumentinstrument inin thethe SaturdaySaturday NightNight MassaMassa
cre,cre, DouglasDouglas promptlypromptly arrangedarranged aa lunchlunch
eoneon at the Supremeat the Supreme CourtCourt iinn Bork'sBork's

honor.honor. There'sThere's nono officialofficial purpose,purpose,
the Justice assuredthe Justice assured aa dazzleddazzled Bork.Bork. II
just wantedjust wanted youyou toto knowknow youyou stillstill hadhad
friends.friends.

Puzzling? Perhaps,Puzzling? Perhaps, butbut William O.William O.

Douglas,Douglas, whosewhose buccaneer'sbuccaneer's mindmind
movesmoves with morewith more speedspeed andand subsub

tletytlety than listeners generallythan listeners generally cancan
grasp, lovesgrasp, loves nothingnothing betterbetter thanthan aa
challengingchallenging paradoxparadox..

ELIZABETHELIZABETH PEERPEER

THE MARINESTHE MARINES

Conduct UnbecomingConduct Unbecoming
TheThe inkink waswas scarcelyscarcely drydry oonn SgSgtt..

LeonardLeonard Matlovich'sMatlovich's dischargedischarge

fromfrom thethe AirAir ForceForce onon groundsgrounds ooff
homosexualityhomosexuality whenwhen thethe militarymilitary

moralistsmoralists werewere at itat it again;again; thisthis timetime
thethe offenseoffense waswas heterosexual-andheterosexual-and

thethe offenderoffender aa woman.woman. Lt.Lt. MaryMary
Niflis,Niflis, thethe MarineMarine Corps charged,Corps charged,

hadhad engagedengaged inin sexualsexual relationsrelations

withwith sixsix enlisted men atenlisted men at an airan air
stationstation iinn Yuma, Ariz.Yuma, Ariz. SuchSuch fraterfrater
nizationnization withwith thethe ranks,ranks, saidsaid herher
superiors,superiors, waswas unbecomingunbecoming anan

officerofficer andand aa gentlewomangentlewoman andand

meritedmerited a court-martial.a court-martial.

thethe largestlargest andand mostmost treacheroustreacherous ooff allall
thethe GreatGreat Lakes,Lakes, SuperiorSuperior isis alsoalso thethe
coldest-deadlycoldest-deadly notnot onlyonly toto manman butbut alsoalso

toto thethe organismsorganisms thatthat infestinfest drowneddrowned
bodiesbodies andand bring thembring them toto thethe surface.surface.
DuringDuring thethe galesgales of November-causedof November-caused
byby thethe cold aircold air ooff thethe ArcticArctic meetingmeeting thethe
lingeringlingering warmwarm autumnautumn weather-theweather-the
lakeslakes cancan becomebecome especiallyespecially forbiddingforbidding..
OOnn Nov.Nov. 11,11, 1913, a ferocious1913, a ferocious
stormstorm sank twelve ships,sank twelve ships, killingkilling

254254 people;people; on the sameon the same date indate in
1930,1930, anotheranother oneone toretore fivefive shipsships

apartapart andand 6767 peoplepeople drowned.drowned.
LastLast week,week, onon thethe anniversaryanniversary ooff
thosethose wrecks,wrecks, rescuerescue craftscrafts werewere
stillstill hoveringhovering overover thethe latestlatest
scenescene ooff he Greathe Great Lakes'Lakes' cruelty:cruelty:

thethe 729-foot729-foot oreore shipship EdmundEdmund

andand fighting hurricane-forcefighting hurricane-force winds.winds. OnlyOnly
1515 milesmiles fromfrom thethe relative calmrelative calm ooffWhiteWhite

fishfish Bay,Bay, McSorleyMcSorley radioedradioed thethe oreore shipship
ArthurArthur M.M. Anderson, whichAnderson, which waswas aa fewfew

milesmiles behindbehind,, thatthat hhee waswas takingtaking oonn somesome

water throughwater through twotwo brokenbroken ventilatorventilatorcovcov
ers,ers, butbut thatthat therethere waswas no immediateno immediate

danger.danger. Then,Then, apparently in anapparently in an instant,instant,

somethingsomething happened.happened. TheThe Anderson'sAnderson's

Capt.Capt. J.B.J.B. CooperCooper rememremem

bersbers onlyonly thatthat hehe lostlost sightsight ofof
the Fitzgerald'sthe Fitzgerald's runningrunning
lights-andlights-and thatthat thethe nextnext

thingthing wewe knewknew theythey werewere offoff
thethe radarradar screenscreen ..  

TheThe carnalcarnal knowledge,knowledge, councoun
teredtered Niflis'sNiflis's civiliancivilian lawyer,lawyer, JayJay

Jeffcoat,Jeffcoat, occurredoccurred when thewhen the 2323--
yearyear-old-old officerofficer waswas offoff dutyduty andand

frequentlyfrequently offoff basebase asas well.well. ToTo
compoundcompound thethe injustice,injustice, addedadded

JeffcoatJeffcoat,, nonenone ooff thethe sixsix menmen inin
volvedvolved waswas chargedcharged withwith misconmiscon

duct.duct. HeHe alsoalso noted that duringnoted that during thethe
trialtrial explicitexplicit sexualsexual detailsdetails wouldwould
naturallynaturally comecome toto light-includinglight-including
thosethose ooff herher dalliancedalliance with seniorwith senior

officers.officers. Last week,Last week, thethe SecretarySecretary

ooff thethe NavyNavy agreedagreed toto grantgrant herher anan
honorablehonorable dischargedischarge inin returnreturn forfor
herher resignation.resignation. OOff thethe manymany iroiro

The EdmundThe Edmund Fitzgerald: GoneFitzgerald: Gone withwith thethe windwind andand waveswaves

RiskRisk WhatWhat actuallyactually haphap

penedpened maymay nevernever bbee comcom
pletelypletely clear,clear, butbut expertsexperts bebe

lievelieve thethe shipship waswas probablyprobably

ridingriding twotwo waveswaves atat oon n --

oneone at the bow andat the bow and one at theone at the

stem-andstem-and that thethat the unsupunsup
portedported weightweight ooff its 26,000-its 26,000-
tonton cargocargo ooff taconitetaconite ironiron
pelletspellets crackedcracked thethe shipship inin

half,half, drivingdriving itit toto thethe bottombottom

inin aa mattermatter ooff seconds.seconds. AtAt

considerableconsiderable risk torisk to hishis ownown
ship,ship, CaptainCaptain CooperCooper triedtried toto
searchsearch for survivors,for survivors, butbut
when the weatherwhen the weather clearedcleared
there werethere were none innone in sightsight
nor any signnor any sign ooff hhee ship itselfship itself..
AnAn intensiveintensive searchsearch thethe nextnext

dayday turnedturned uupp onlyonly aa fewfew
emptyempty rafts,rafts, somesome lifelife prepre

serversservers and anand an oiloil slick.slick. InIn
niesnies inin thethe case,case, thethe choicest,choicest, accordingaccording
toto ex-marineex-marine Niflis, isNiflis, is thatthat she metshe met halfhalf ooff
the paramoursthe paramours citedcited inin aa MarineMarine humanhuman
relationsrelations classclass designed todesigned to breakbreak downdown
barriersbarriers ooffcommunicationcommunication..

GREAT LAKESGREAT LAKES

TheThe ee ueleuelest Monthst Month
AccordingAccording to ato a legendlegend ooff hhee ChippChippewaewa

tribe,tribe, thethe lakelake they oncethey once calledcalled GitcheGitche
GurneeGurnee nevernever givesgives uupp herher dead.dead.

Modem-day marinersModem-day mariners ooff LakeLake SuperiorSuperior
knowknow thethe legendlegend has some basishas some basis inin factfact::

4848

FitzgeraldFitzgerald andand itsits 29-man29-man crewcrew hadhad

vanishedvanished withoutwithout tracetrace inin aa nighttimenighttime
torrenttorrent ofof slashing windsslashing winds andand waveswaves onon
LakeLake Superior.Superior.

When theWhen the EdmundEdmund FitzgeraldFitzgerald
steamedsteamed fromfrom portport atat SuperiorSuperior,, Wis.,Wis., onon aa
sunnysunny SundaySunday afternoon,afternoon, thethe huge,huge, $7$7
millionmillion vesselvessel seemed adequateseemed adequate toto

weatherweather the worstthe worst ooffstorms.storms.
tt

waswas oneone ooffthethe largestlargest shipsships on theon the GreatGreat Lakes,Lakes, andand

itsits skipper,skipper, ErnestErnest McSorley,McSorley, 62,62, waswas aa
veteranveteran ooff4444 yearsyears oonn thethe lakes.lakes.

ButBut nextnext day,day, thethe stormstorm hithit LakeLake SupeSupe

riorrior and theand the Fitzgerald;Fitzgerald; by eveningby evening thethe

shipship waswas rockingrocking throughthrough ,,30-foot30-foot waveswaves

the lake's 50-degreethe lake's 50-degree water,water, Coast GuardCoast Guard

Comdr.Comdr. Charles MillradtCharles Millradt said, asaid, a manman

couldcould survivesurvive forfor onlyonly aa fewfew hours athours at best.best.

TheThe aftermath wasaftermath was all too familiar.all too familiar.
RelativesRelatives ooff hhee missingmissing menmen gatheredgathered inin

SaultSault Ste.Ste. Marie,Marie, Mich., toMich., to waitwait forlornly.forlornly.
SailorsSailors bandedbanded inin smallsmall groupsgroups andand

spokespoke quietlyquietly ooff previousprevious NovemberNovember

shipwrecksshipwrecks onon LakeLake Superior.Superior. AndAnd inin thethestone,stone, 126-year-old126-year-old Mariners'Mariners' ChurchChurch inin
downtowndowntown Detroit,Detroit, aa ministerminister offeredoffered
prayersprayers forfor thethe lostlost seamenseamen andand tolled thetolled the
churchchurch bellbell 29 times in29 times in grimgrim tributetribute toto
the unslakedthe unslaked furiesfuries ooffLakeLake Superior.Superior.
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