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MAZ-(no.) .... heavy truck produced by 
Minsk Motor Vehicle Plant 

MClOS ...... manual-command-to-line-of-
sight guidance 

Mi-(no.) ...... Soviet designation for helicopter 
from Mil design bureau 

MiG-(no.) ..... Soviet designation for aircraft 
from Mikoyan-Gurevich design 
bureau 

MOD ......... Ministry of Defense; Minister 
of Defense 

MOD ......... Mobile Obstacle Detachment 
(Engineer Element) 

MOP ......... mobile observation post 
MPA ......... Main Political Directorate 
MRBM ....... medium-range ballistic missile 
MRD ......... motorized rifle division 
MRl ......... multiple rocket launcher 
MRR ......... motorized rifle regiment 
MSD ......... movement support detachment 

(engineer element) 
MVD ......... Ministry of Internal Affairs 
OMG ......... operational maneuver group 
POL .......... petroleum, oils, lubricants 
PPO .......... primary party organization 
PGM ......... preCision-guided munitions 
PVO .....•.... air defense 
PWP ......... plasticized white phosphorus 
RAG ......... regimental artillery group 
RAP .......... rocket-assisted projectile 
RDF .......... radio direction finding 
REC .......... radioelectronic combat 
REG ......... repair and evacuation group 
rkh ........... Russian abbreviation (literally: 

radio-chemical) used as suffix in 
Soviet designations for NBC 
reconnaissance vehicles 

RVGK ........ Reserve of the Supreme 
High Command 

SA-(no.) ...... US designation for Soviet 
surface-to-air missile 
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SAClOS ..... semiautomatic-command-to-line-
of-sight guidance 

SAM ......... surface-to-air missile 
shp ........... Shaft horsepower 
SlAR ........ side-looking airborne radar 
SP ........... self-propelled 
SPAAG ...... self-propelled antiaircraft gun 
SRBM ........ short-range ballistic missile 
SRF .......... strategic rocket forces 
SS ........... spin-stabilized round 
SS-(no.) ...... US designation for Soviet 

surface-to-surface missile 
SSM ......... surface-to-surface missile 
STOL. ........ short takeoff and landing aircraft 
Su-(no.) ...... Soviet designation for aircraft 

from Sukhoi design bureau 
TASM ........ tactical air-to-surface missile 
TO ........... tank division 
TEL .......... transporter-erector-Iauncher 
TElAR ....... transporter-erector-Iauncher-

and-Radar. 
TOP .......... technical observation point 
TR ........... tank regiment 
Tu-(no.) ...... Soviet designation for aircraft 

from Tupolev design bureau 
TVD .......... theater of military operations 
UAZ-(no.) ..... light truck produced by 

Ulyanovsk Motor Vehicle Plant 
Ural-(no.) ..... medium truck produced by 

Ural Motor Vehicle Plant (not an 
acronym) 

UW .......... unconventional warfare 
VOSO ........ Central Military Transportation 

Directorate 
VTA .......... military transport aviation 
VTOl ......... vertical takeoff and landing 
WS .......... Soviet Air Force 
WP ..........• white phosphorus 
Yak-(no.) ..... Soviet designation for aircraft 

from Yakovlev design bureau 
Zll-(no.) ...... medium truck from Likhachev 

Motor Vehicle Plant 



NATO NICKNAMES 
Air-To-Surface 
Missiles 
KANGAROO, AS-3 
KELT, AS-5 
KERRY, AS-7 
KINGFISH, AS-6 
KIPPER. AS-2 
KITCHEN, AS-4 

Aircraft 
BACKFIRE, Tu-26 
BADGER. Tu-16 
BEAR, Tu-95 
BLACKJACK, Tu-? 
BLINDER, Tu-22 
BREWER, Yak-28 
CAMBER, 11-86 
CANDID, 11-76 
CLINE, An-32 
COALER, An-72 
COCK, An-22 
COOT,II-18 
CUB, An-12 
CURL, An-26 
FARMER, MiG-19 
FENCER, Su-24 
FIREBAR B, Yak-28P 
FISHBED, MiG-21 
FITTER A, Su-7B 
FITTER C, Su-17 
FLANKER. Su-27 
FLOGGER B, MiG-23 
FLOGGER D, MiG-27 
FOXBAT, MiG-25 
FOXHOUND, MiG-31 
FRESCO, MiG-17 
FULCRUM, MiG-29 

Antitank Guided 
Missiles 
SAGGER, AT-3 
SPANDREL, AT-5 
SPIGOT, AT-4 
SPIRAL, AT-6 
SWATTER, AT-2 

Helicopters 
HALO A, MI-26 
HARE, MI-1 
HARKE, MI-10, MI-10K 
HIND, MI-24 
HIP, MI-8 
HOMER. MI-12 
HOOK, MI-6 
HOPLlTE, MI-2 
HOUND, MI-4 

Radars 
BIG FRED, MT-SON 
END TRAY, RMS-1 
FIRE CAN, SON-9,SON-9A 
FLAP WHEEL 
FLAT FACE, P-15 
GUN DISH 
LONG TROUGH 
PORK TROUGH 
PORK TROUGH 2, SNAR-6 
SMALL FRED, BMP- SON 
SMALL YAWN 

Surface-To-Air 
Missiles 
GAINFUL, SA-6 
GAMMON, SA-5 
GANEF, SA-4 
GASKIN, SA-9 
GECKO, SA-8 
GOA, SA-3 
GRAIL, SA-7 
GUIDELINE, SA-2 
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Surface-To-Surface 
Missiles 
SCALEBOARD, SS-12 
SCUD A, SS-1b 
SCUD B, SS-1c 
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