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OPERATION PLAN NO . 29-42

MISSION: ADMIRAL C.W. NIMITZ USN ORGANIZES THE FORCES'-"'
~ UNDER HIS COMMAND TO' PREVENT THE CAPTURE AND -
OCCUPATION. OF MIDWAY BY ENEMY FORCES '

ANNEXES : A AND B COMPLETE AS LISTED ON PAGE 10 AND 11.

. CENTRAL PACIFIC AREA . .~ = '~

. ABEACOPY ‘_;
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: ' 1800, 27 iay 1942,
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Operdtion Plan
No, 29~42

TASH CORGAHIZATION

(a) Striking Forces - 3eniér strilkine force commander in HMIDVAY
Arca,

Tagk Porce SIXTEEY ~ Rear Admiral Spruance

ENTERPRISE, HORIET 2 CV
WORTHALIPT O, VIHCFZILIE.: , PENSACOLA

M ERPOLIJ, HETT ORLEANS 5 CA
ATLANTA 1 CL
Desron One, leas HVLL, lcDORCUGH,

FARTRAGUY, DALE, plus COHYHGHAM 1 DL, 5 DD

Desron 3ix, leas CRAVEN, GRIDLEY, %efilL, .

DULRLaP, ZaIETHEG plus GVIN, LOHSSEN iDL, 5 DD
Tagk Force SDVENTEEN - Rear Admiral Fletcher

VCRETCOT 1 CV

SOTORIA, PORTLALD 2 CA

Desren Tmo, lope OVERIDE, "aLlZ 6 DD
Task I'orce ELEVEN -~ Dlear Admiral Fitch

S;L P\.lTOG&L l CY

CHESTER 1 CA

3.l DIEGO 1 CL

DALE, FaRMING, .LROH W.RD, DUNL.P, CRAVEN, LAFIEY 6 DD
Oilers

PLATTE, CILLRRON 2 AQ

(b) Submarinc Forcc, Tosk Foree SEVEL - Captain English

Midwevy Patrol

DOLPRIN, GaTO, CUTTLEFISH, CGREN.LDIER, TAMBOR,

TROUT, CR“;LII HaUTITUS, GROUPER, GUDGECH,

CuCHALCT, FLYIHG PISH 1z 33
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(b)) (Continued)

Suppnert Patrol

Submarincs to be deslgnated about 4 55

{¢) Patrol Wings, Task Force JINE - Near Admiral Bellinger

Patrel nlancg and tenders in'readiness to be
despatched to INIDVAY defense,

(&) HLawailsn Seca Frontier, Task Morce FOUR -~ Rear Admiral Dagley

IIIDAY Tocal Defenscg, Captain Simard

Patrol eraft 4 YP, 11 PT
Sixth Marine Defense Battalion reenforced,
Marire Alr Groun plus alrcraft reenforcementa
from Prtrol "Tings and Hawolian Air Force.
Vaval Air Station.

JOIMISTON ISLAL

-

Patrol wianes made available for support of NIDVAY,

L[‘)Llil 12 ;.‘LTROI:‘

TPz with aviation gaszoline, food and water statlioned
aleong island chein at following positions: YP 284
at LISTANSHIIy UT 290 at LAYSAN YP 345 at CGARDIUER!'S
PIVIACLLS; YP 320 =t NLECHRER TSLAND.

(¢) Hayaiian Departrient - Lieutenant Gencral brmons

Alreraft in roodincas to e despatched to LIIDWAT
aelfenzc,

1. Imfaraation.

() The enery is expected to attempt the ca nture of
CIDUAY in the near fubturc. Por this purpose 1t is

-

D
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belicved that the encmy rill enmploy apnroximstely the
following: 2-4 Tast DI; 4-5 CV; £-2 CA; 146-24 DD; 3-12
33; a Janding force with secaplane tenders, The attack

on LIDYAY mey be precoded or folleowed by an attack on
QNI A special intellirgence anncx 13 heing suphlicd to
Task Farcc Commmandcoirs only. The Commander-in-Chief, U.S.
Pacific Mlecot will vecpn Tasl: Force Cormmandors 1nfcrmed of
all nertinent inforrnstion beflore and during thic oporations,
inelivding comnlete wontlicr broadenst,

(b) 3% is csiimated that enemy sction agsinst LIDYAY will
comprisc o full eccele stiack fer its capture and its quick
occuni.tion and usc arainst the Hawalian Area, Operatlons
bc“¢n*iﬁ3 probaly as soon as thirty HMay, are visualizcd
as folllows:

(1} Preliminery reoconnsissance br submarincs.

(2) Poszibly “iversicnary bombing of positions
including CAIIUV by patrol plancs fucled by
subrarinces,

() Tieh apccd approach by carricrs.

(1} Preliminary attacks by carrier aircraflt begin-
Linm ot 4»fll£ht or ring 1oonllght and con=-
tinuing for sbhout *wc dqas or until dcefending

iv folces have beenn climinated. It 1s thought

thot onc or mere careiers may talktec up close-in

de.rlipht nositions for this purposcs It 1s

C sted a2 nerthwesterly bearing +ill boe favored.

The atroels would e desipned to be seo incessant as

to provent rofucling and rearming HIDIAY aircraft.,

“als oliomnt vy be continuved by oncans of bombard-

g +

ment at right,
(£} Cov roring of attacking carricrs asainst our surface

11
forces by additlonal carricr grouns, and last
Battlocahips.
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(¢} Lending stiack, mrobably at night, footurcd by
usual cttompte a2t infiltration and cxtreme reso-

(@]
lution on the nart of the individunl encmy soldier.
{7) IZrplomment of incondiary bombsz and possibly gas.
(2) f londing ottack is succcessful, inmediate
upntion of the islond with fall basce eguipment,

- L

C
ireraf't, K738, cte.

{@) Cewering with concentrotions of submarines designed
Lo intevecpt oue supporiingsurface forces both in
tle TIIDYAY orca and on somoe such line os about two

Imndred milcs west of OLHU.

(10) It fg probablo tpet 10 our carriers arc sighted

carly in Uho omorotion, thery will become the
nrimary objoct of the crewmy carricrs,

()} Taalr Porece ZLODVED 2411 ho ready te depart from West
Conzt ports on five Junc, and will be Airccicd te arrive

in the IInvaiisn Aren asg goon Ax poszible,  The avallaebility
of Wasl fMorce SDVICITEENR as o unit is denondont on the con-
ditien of She TORNTOT ., If YORIMTOTY is not available, In-
structions will be iLssucd &3 to cmpleywent of remainder of

Torrceo. OUIL and UURTIE are neos engoecd in cscorting between

PLARL and {0707 and witll join thelr Taslc Forccgs when

- At
Vo) sraart

ompeosced of € G4, & CL, 4 ID from the
2 roriinll under the Cormander North-
nd corbain arrmy ALA3LEGE Lir forces ere

* o ' T, I e T N o LI " - . 7 - . .
cporating in flie Horth Paciflic arca apainst an expocted
R U T o LT o T T
Fa L t '.,L(.-‘E‘, LI tll(; ilI;,LfJ e Ia-al

(¢} The dnfonscs at IIDWAY nnve rocently becen reenforccd
to tlhie totols indlested:

alreraft
Reenforceient Total

16 VP, 7 VEFy 12 V5D 16 VP, 27 VI'; 36 V3B
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arpament

Recnforceoment

4 - GCOrm Iliortsr;
8 ~ 37mm Al
12 - 5" ."?x.;;

iroops

Doenforecrient of 6870 von brinsing the
air personrncl, fo:

6th Defenge Datiallon
5d Defenge Dattallon
Raidcer Companics
Harine Adr Sguacron
Taval Air Souadren
et Depot

Cablce Station

Pan Amcrican Alr

Total

(f} Additionsl comrunicatlo
arc being made avallable fo

(g) Seme of the i
submarines have be
boinem repeated ber
complete,

i
on
e1

al dispositiony

(11} This Plan deals wrinerily with the expec
DTOTAY - but the denloyment herein made is also bel

nromobe the scocurity of OLHL.

n
the uoumﬁnding

ti such as
dircetod by asceparate d4ir
r. in order to malke this nlan

coetlves but
of onerations

Total
8 - 60mm Mortars
8 - 37mm AA
od - 3"'.‘\:.!}1
4 - 35, 4 AR S
totel, including
Officersg IEnlisted
o 13357
13 279
9 209
45 470
e 272
2
20
2
141 2286
nd air operabtlionsg personncl
Cfficer, MIDWAY,
that ol the

ted attack on

icved to

are

5",
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2, These forces will hold MIDWAY and will inflict maximum
damagc on the enemy by strong attrition tactics.

3., f(a) 8trilring Porces,

(1) Inflict waximem damage on enemy by emploving
strong attrition tactics, Do not accept such
decisive action as would be likely to incur
heavy lesses in our carricrs and cruisers., 4
lettor of instructions 1s beinz furnished scparately
to atvikting force cormanders,

(2) Operate —ith Task Torcca available initially
to tie nertheast of IIDVAY commencing thirty IHay,
in order to scize onportunity to obtain 1th1a1

advantase ajalnsgt carricrs wvhich are crploying
thelr alr groups againast [IDVAY,

(3) Initially cstablish oir scarch in the northeast
scetor from LIDIAY to castward of becaring twenty
degroecs trvue from thzt placeo,

(4) Task Porcc 3INTHDEN depart PEARL on twentv-cight
tlay; other forecs join Task Force STATEEN

directcd bty Commander-in-Chicf, U.3. Paciflic
Fleet,

(6} Ollers depart in company with Tagk Force SIXTEEN
and operate as dirceted by Scaicr Striking Force
Commander in orca of operations.

(L) Submerine ©orcd.

(1) Infllct maximun Camagce to cnemys Priority of
tarpeta - carrlers, but+1coh1ﬂu, trangsporte,
cruiscirs, cuxiliarics.

HIDTAY Patrol

{(2) As scon a2 avallable, submarines take stations as
! i
ahovr on diagrawm in .nnex 1AV,

(3) Teon infermation 12 reccived nrocced bto attaclk
chbjeetives without regard Lor arca assicnment.

-G
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Oneraticn IPlan
No. 29-42.

(2) Tranemit such information zs doos not intorfere
with orimary tacl: of atinek.

]

ntrol

Tolre station on patrol line 0459-225° with center
Latitude 30-0C N, Long, 1€8-30 W, distance
Tty nilics.

ot
o oot

L
e

(6) Support striking forces which umy be forced to
retire over patrel line,

‘{c} Patrol lings

to IIIDWAY and JCER3TCH
opcssto under Commancing
-

(2) Statien patrel planc tendor ot FRENCH FRIGATE SHOAL.

(A) Unawalian 3o Pronticr,

HID7AY Loces) Defernaca.

(1) Told LIDTAY.

(2) .ircraft obtoin end report ¢zrly information of
cremy advance v oscarvches o maxirum prochicable
radiug from DIDVLY covering doily tho grentest arc
nogaible with the number of plencs avsilable between
true wooriass Trem HIDTAY clocliwisc two hundred
d@ﬂﬂﬁns dnoh twenty degrecs,., Inflict maxlimun

Trnnge on cnemy, particularly earriers, bottleships,
ang Lronanorta.

(3) Talre cvery nreenution craingt belng destroyed on
the ground or water, Long rangc nlrcrnpt retire
te OLIU when neergsary to aveid such dostruction.
Potrol plancs fucl from AVD ot FRENCHT FPRIGLTE SHOAL
if nceessary.

-1
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(4} Potrol eraft »otrol aponronches; exploit favorable
oppeorbunitics to attacl carricrs, battlcships,
transteorts and cuxiliaries Obzerve LURE and
PELRL end IDRMES BELF, Clvc nrompt warning of
apnrosching encmy forces.

(5) Eeop Commander-in-Chief, T.8, Pocific Flect and
Cormander Hovaiian Scn Fronficr fullw informed of
of sir acerchos and othor air opcrations; 2lso
of wirthor ercountercd by scarch plancs,

Jonnaston Island

anintain azily %Crrﬁhcs il patrol ploves in scetor
with medinn 2807,

Islond Patrols

~rgeline ond otheor assistonec te alreraft as
ro7 bo roquirad

{1} Drovide, os dinrcetod, n striking force of long
ronge bombors and torpodo carrring alreraft o
oncrate under Cormanding Offierr, HIDTLY,

(2) Hold epceinl long range wombers in rcadincss nb
OAlTJILWULT &rcn e strikec cncwry forces attacking
LIDLLY,

(x) (1) EBrnemr submarincs are net importont objcctives
~nd their idcntificntion rmat be pozitive before
thew oro attocied, Do nob oitack aubricrinces in
the ~rens sheorm in anncx "o,

(2) Teeo: mnitlen of own forccs is vital. .8 one prccau-
tion r ~inst nttoek on our striking forccs by own
air rorces, Comnnder-in~-Chicf, U 5. Pacific Flect
will inform Tasl Force Commanders of all sir
~iticla ordeorcd for shorc-bnscd cireraflt.

O
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(3) Insurc thot contact reports arc accurate, complete
and premnt,
{4) This Cpsration Plon e¢ffoctive 1830 GCT twenty-
cight Iay.
4, Gascline for sircraflt ond limited fucl for Cias and smaller
voeszels cvntloble ot LIDVULY, Onc AVD ot FRELCH PRIGATE
SHGCLL., Tuecl il ot PLLILD and in attoched ollers,
5, (a) Comrunicotions ncczordine to DLC 3EVENTY excepnt as

Tfollows:

Rndic Jrogucney Plans

Task Ferces ELLVED, SIXTEEN, ond SEVERTIEED usc radio

~oquency plan four. '

crg guord 4200 es. scrics.

sk Forccs SIVEI and Patrol Plancs bacscd MIDWAY and
JOINSTOI guard 4253 kes. from O750 to 1830 GOT; 12796
Kes. 1330 to 0730 GCT, primary: 4305 kes 0730 tn 1850
GCT; and 13155 kecs. lSSﬂ to 0730 GCT, sccondary.

army aireraft assigned dofensc LIDYAY use 4265 primary,
4385 gecondary without shift to higher harmonics.
Naval »ir Station HIPYAY must guard this,

MIDWGY local defensc ns "5515“cd by Commander.

AlY Units: In vicw of known Japancsce proactice of
jamming radio froguecneics calibrate tronsmitiers
and roccivers for sccondory frecguencics. T usc
of WPII primary Tox ig available for relay through
HPY or Comander-in- Chicf, U.5. Pacific Fluct, who
gunrds £205 lkca, scrics primory and 4295 kes. scries
SCCONRGRTY

anthentiecation

The Joanancse arce adept nt the practice of decdéption.
Inwe authenticators rcnd for usc vhen necded., Small
croft wnd cireraft cxcopt navrel »lanes usc tvo alter-
nnte lctiers Trom the cxpressicn:

Ul rmer in the dell"

ITXLIIFLE:  RE or EL or IH
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Usc of CLILE to JTD”AY

Carmander-in-Chief, U.3. Pacifiec Flcet, Radio NP,
HIDLY are ccnnccucd by ¢able, Usc of plain
lenguage over tie cable is authorized vhen specd
is csscntlal. Cormandant, FPourteenth Uaval District
and Maval Lir Statien lIDJLf plauece U,S, Naval-
personrel ot terminals to supervisc opcration, and
at MIDLLY to corrmnicate with MNaval Alr Station
operational sonter,

Cryntorraphlic L.ids.

Haval Lir Stotions MIDWAY, JOHNSTON, and PLALIYRG hold
following crypto-channcls: 104, 105, 106, 107, 135,
136, 143, 144, 145, 171, 176, 180, and 1B4.

(b} Usc chart 40C0-Y cxtended westward to Longitude
column O,

(¢} Cormiinder-in-Chicf, U.3. Pacific Meet ot Submorine
Bosc, PLLRL HLREOR, will coordinate oncrations of
forces ossipgned in this Plan for the defensc of
NIOVLY,

C. ™. NIMITZ,
admiral,
Commander-in-Chicf.
ANNCXCS T

A = Dingram of NIDTAY Submarine Pesitions.
B - Sp601‘l Tntelliisones snnex.

=10~



Cinepre [ilc
16-3/(16)

Opcration Plan
Ho, £29-42,

DISTRIBUTION

Method Lddroas

Cominrch

Opnov

Comteelfor 16 for distribution

Comtnaklor 17 feor distribution

Comtaskfcr 11 fer distribution

PLLTTE

CTIMLBROI

Comtaslkfor 7

Combasklor 9 {(plus 230 coples
Annesx L)

Contrglifor 4, (£ for delivery to
LTIDTAY Liccnl De-
fenscs)

~f

T A — —— T
g Tocopogop

—~
L

{(v) Comfren. iaw.Dent (7110 5? %? lca
Llui bt

Mie

Reserve

(2) Co JOIIs "ol

“) Clinner lock hox 4ir vnil,
D) Officer messenser,

NOTE: .nnex "I furnisied Task orce

x
¢, C. CRG3SLEY,
Flag Secretory.,

THIS PLAY ITUST ©FOT TLLL TUTC

., with coples lics.7, 29, 40,

]
-
-

D
S e R i

oo

e

D3
O CITD

Commanders
33, 53,

o

1 jJ.E I{..\. IDD

CF TEE EULNMY

11~

ch hos.

1,2,3,4

5,6

7-28 incl.
20-39 incl,

A0-50 Inecls

31
e

53,54

| | '
DD 3 QG

57-60 incl.

01,62
63,64,00
56-05 incl.
236

only,

57 & 61,
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HAM D0 CINCPAC OPLRATION PLAN 310, 20-42.

Submarines wnderlined in red are
davylirht liay 20, 1942, Other stat
talzen a8 zoon ag thie subnarines b

Initial Submarine Patrol Areas.

N

.
10
cC

e e e

on station from

15 will De
ome avallable.

In the area outlined in blue alrcralt approach

and bonmbing of submearines
Operation Plan Ho. £0-42, para.

13 forbidden. (See

3(b)).
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IEiTT
. Ly ¢
DEMS TAnd PLAY FOR OILERS

1. CLARROE and PLATTI: ere accomp anying Task Force Sixteen,
On comnletlion of fueling northeast of ‘IDJn sbout 31 W“y ther
111 Dbe releasec. They will then retire with tholr desiroyer
eacorts to the southeast snd carry out the folloving nlan:

(a) Pass throush Point 4 in company at 0300 GCT twoe June.

(b} (1) CTUARNCH proceed through peinta B, €, D, 3 in that
orcer, arriving ot £ at 2000 GOT tro June, our June and every
second day thercalte
(2) PLATTE > o nlone tic line AD and join Tacgl: Toree
SLVENTEEL g waw o O el by Coswonder Task }o roc SLVDITDED,
I ne rendozvous i3 nrocced arpund the same circult DEC
arriving at D ot 2000 GOT on odd days of thc J
is utitized Y Tasl T'erce 3BIVEETELD, procced the
BCD zrex and aCjust pezitian ondg snoed Lo noroceg
cirecult, crriving 200 of

nth, If FLATT

rcuffpr toe the

d arcund the
the miontl,

. . e - 3 R
v oot 2000 CGOT on odd days

2, Points: A - 319 17, 1067° .
5. 230 1, 1679 7,
3 - 28”0 @, 163" W,
Do~ 2¢° 1, 1639 7,

T, T DIAE El
Chicl of 3% ff.

DISTRIBUTT

i Comtn :1 ar 17

fComtaskfor 11 ) . !
JOL’lt‘-L 1 03 17 (l? % N et

e 3 - 5 ,
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Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

DECEAS

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

% PaN sol pmiopa s 0P T TN LAY 20eAR
IHITIAL A PR AR
1. ﬁn”d “arce anfﬁV“ i “316 Ovﬂrata novth of
]‘ﬂ-t:t‘id“’ S8Y and west of lepottu d e 175

yhgrese ~,

2 gash Forep 37VIRT L ind tiaﬁrw operecte north of
Intitude O2° and enst of loncituwde 175VW

Se Zoth task foroes Turlng cach lotal forencon
wprrosch Polnt "Luek" (Iat, 539 ¥, Leng. 1739 W) and
axclange compnniications Ly plane if desired,

- The above 1o nodt ivitended to restrigt the operae-
“Rion of elther foree ln any raner Lut to avold having
erbarragsing or oresuturs cvw**- rade with own lorces,

v, . SALNEL,
Chief of Ztarf

T“*f-v“"v lahe il X
i ,l Lohry }: I

Tolamifor 17 {1)
vﬁﬂt&wkmﬂf 1 (1)
Cortanilor 7 {1)
Comteat:for & (1}
Jomtant-for 16 {by dnspeiol) —

| 3
2 nonn 37
T . ® Madvs ui.,jll

¥lig ﬂcrntawy



Cincpac File No.

ALCwS/Aded
F‘?m{{z}/ ({e)

serterUl1S -

m— Vay 28, 1042,
DECLASSIEIED

rens Comzmanderwln-Chlel, United  taten Pacifle "lsot,
-1 Cormandor “trikine Forces {Speration Plan 20-42).
Sublents ietter o Instructiona,

1. In carryln: out the tusk aselened in Goerstisn

‘lan 29«42 you will be geverned by the rrineliple of ealeulsted
~rlel whleh vou shall interpret te rean the svoldance of AKX PO~
- Bure of your force to atiack by superior enemy ferces vithout

good prospect »f inflicting, se a result nf auch exposure,

rreatar dovs e Lo the caeMy, This soplics e g landing phase

59 well ag Juring nredininary el> abinels,

Ca 7 NIBITI,

aopr Loy
Cemiinel,
UomTaskior XC,
GemTarlii‘or 17,
LeeflaakPor 11,

'elivered by hand by Jar ilens)
lelivered by hand by .ar Ilang)
old until arrival Tearl)

(1
(
(-

P. C. CROSIEY,
Flag 3ecrotary,
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